INTRODUCTION
common complaints with which the patients come for orthodontic treatment. 1 The objective of the study was to assess malocclusion severity level and orthodontic treatment need in referred Nepalese orthodontic patients using Dental Aesthetic Index (DAI).
MATERIALS AND METHOD
A total of randomly selected 150 pre-treatment study 
RESULT
The study sample consisted of 150 pre-treatment orthodontic study models in which 60.66% belonged to female patients. The DAI scores obtained from the present study ranged from 19 to 62, with the mean DAI score 34.59 (SD 9.88). Anterior incisal segments irregularity, maxillary overjet, and midline diastema were found to be of higher prevalence among all occlusal traits. The frequency distribution of each occlusal trait is shown in In fact, many of these shortcomings are addressed by Index of Orthodontic Treatment Need (IOTN) with dental health and aesthetic components with greater reliability and wider applicability. 12 However, DAI can be used directly in patients' mouth, even a trained dental auxiliaries can use it reducing the cost and reducing burden on orthodontist. 8, 10 Being a developing country, Nepal does not have publicly funded dental treatment program or dental insurance policy to cover orthodontic treatment; people have to pay on out-of-pocket expenditure for their orthodontic treatment.
On this scenario, the use of DAI as an epidemiological tool or a screening device shows a good promise to evaluate malocclusion severity and to prioritize treatment need among Nepalese population. Surveys on larger scale should be carried out in both community and clinical set-up involving government health service and dental institutions.
CONCLUSION
The highest prevalence of malocclusion severity among 
